
When words and photos 
can no longer tell a story, 
filmmakers navigate to 
the obscure corners of re-
ality to reveal the world 
in a new light.

“What I realize about 
being a photojournalist, 
and now doing [filmmak-
ing], was feeling like a 
kid picking up rocks to 
see what’s underneath,” 
said John Richard, a free-
lance photographer and 
filmmaker for Bocce Ball 
Multimedia Studio. “I 
think it is important for 
people to be surprised by 
real life.”

The 11th-Annual Iowa 
City Documentary Film 
Festival will confront au-
diences with new ways 
to experience reality by 
challenging conventional 
modes of thinking about 
art, documentation, and 
nonfiction.

 The University of Iowa 
Cinema and Comparative 
Literature Department 
will present this unique 
festival run entirely by 
students from today 
through Saturday in the 
Bijou.

Students in the FVP: 
Microcinemas & DIY Dis-
tribution class, centered 
on the nature and prac-
tice of producing film fes-
tivals, have watched and 
analyzed films from the 
beginning of the semester 
for this event.

“We chose the films 
based on what affected 
us the most,” said Aus-
tin Kakert, a student in 
the Mircocinemas class. 
“First, the film had to 
make sense to me; a lot 
of them worked with my 
emotions. We discovered 
that we tried to choose 
films that kind of went 
away from traditional, 
conventional films you 
would associate with doc-
umentaries.”

Following the criteria 
of the class mission state-

ment, “We seek to create a 
diverse program that cov-
ers a broad range of form, 
modes, and styles, from 
conventional documenta-
ry to experimental nonfic-
tion and new genres,” stu-
dents watched, analyzed, 
interpreted, and selected 
the most compelling short 
films for the festival.

The festival will bring 
films from all around 
the world to explore 
the boundaries of docu-
mentary and nonfiction 
filmmaking by using dif-
ferent forms of film and 
video. Thirty-nine short 
films, each 30 minutes 
or shorter, will partici-
pate in the competition 
screening. The number 
of films depends on the 
overall amount of time 
planned for the program; 
this year, the festival al-
lotted approximately six 
hours.

Highlights include 
Competitive Shows, Juror 
Shows, and an evening of 
traveling documentary 
work courtesy of the Rob-
ert Flaherty Film Seminar. 
Two notable jurors, Cathy 
Lee Crane and Ernst Kar-
el, will evaluate the films 
and present awards to the 
filmmakers on the last day 
of the festival.

UI film lecturer Jason 
Livingston, who helped 
oversee the students’ or-
ganization of the festi-
val, said the short films 
will range in styles from 
broadcasting to more ar-
tistic documentaries.

 “With this festival, we 
are able to present a se-
lected arrangement of 
those short documenta-
ries and a way for people 
to learn about the world 
around them. These films 
raise questions in relation 
to human beings — noth-
ing could be more import-
ant. It’s art,” he said.

 Challenging the con-
ventions of documentary 
filmmaking, one individ-
ual finds astonishing sto-
ries about ordinary people 
in Iowa.

“My role now, for what-
ever reason, is to be able 
to find my way into the 
lives of people who allow 
me to tell their story and 

in situations that others 
wouldn’t be able to get in-
to,” Richard said.

In the short film “The 
Reluctant Apocalypti-
cist,” Richard catapults 
the reader into the life of 
David Heffner. Audiences 
get a glimpse of an Amer-
ican survivalist mentali-
ty through homesteader 
Heffner, who prepares 
for the end of time with 
chickens, pygmy goats, 
ducks, bees, a Japanese 
quail, and more.

Livingston said the film 
event allows people to 
learn beyond the confines 
of classrooms and pushes 
them to look at the world 
around them.

“Film is an important 
way people connect and 
understand each other, 
whether a film is about 
something happening 
here or somewhere else,” 
Richard said. “I would 
rather make a difference 
in a few people’s lives 
rather than make a differ-
ence with a lot of people. 
I hope to get the response 
from the audience that 
they are surprised or de-
lighted with things they 
took for granted.”

weekend events

MOVIES | MUSIC | WORDS | FILM
DANCE | THEATER | LECTURES

Today 4.11

Friday 4.12

Saturday 4.13

Sunday 4.14

MUSIC
• University of Iowa String Quartet 
Residency Program Master Class, 
11:30 a.m., University Capitol Center
• University of Iowa Jazz Per-
formances, 6 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• Christine Tithecott – piano, 6 
p.m., University Capitol Centre 
Recital Hall
• Open Mic, 7 p.m., Uptown Bill’s, 
730 S. Dubuque
• Bill Sackter Centennial: Music 
with Hadaccah, 7:15 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s
• UI Symphony Band, 7:30 p.m., IMU
• University of Iowa String Quartet 
Residency Program, 7:30 p.m., Riv-
erside Recital Hall, 405 N. Riverside
• Juno What?, 8 p.m., Gabe’s, 330 
E. Washington
• Trampled Under Foot, 8 p.m., The 
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Super Soul Session, 9 p.m., Gabe’s

WORDS
• Chad Simpson and Marie-Helene 
Bertino reading, 7 p.m., Prairie 
Lights Bookstore, 15 S. Dubuque

FILM
•Celebrating the Bill Sackter Cen-
tennial: Three Award-Winning Films 
with Discussions, 10 a.m., Iowa City 
Senior Center, 28 S. Linn
• Bijou Film: Leviathan, 7 p.m., 
Bijou Cinema, IMU
• CAB Movie: The Hobbit: And 

Unexpected Journey, 8 p.m. and 11 
p.m., Illinois Room, IMU
• Bijou Film: The Jeffrey Dahmer 
Files, 9 p.m., Bijou Cinema, IMU

THEATER
• Blackbird, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theatre, 213 N. Gilbert

LECTURES
• Steve Rowell Lecture, 5:30 p.m., 
Art Building West, Room 240
• “Thinking for Oneself: Testimony, 
Epistemic Dependence, and the 
Aims of Education” Lecture, 7:30 
p.m., English-Philosophy Building 
Room 107

DANCE
• Country Dance and Lessons, 7 
p.m., Eagles Lodge, 225 Hwy. 1

MISCELLANEOUS
• Treasure Trade by The University 
of Iowa Environmental Coalition, 9 
a.m., Hubbard Park, IMU
• LeaderShape Vision Showcase, 3 
p.m., North and South Rooms, IMU
• Remove the Blindfold, 6 p.m., 
Wesley Center
• Bill Sackter Centennial: Coffee 
Crawl, 6 p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Human Rights Summit, 7 p.m., 
Iowa City Public Library Meeting 
Rooms A, B, and C, 123 N. Linn
• CAB Comedy: Chris James, 10 
p.m., Public Space One, 129 E. 
Washington
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s

MUSIC
• Steve Grismore Quartet, 5 p.m., Mill
• Andrew Thierauf-percussion, 
7:30 p.m., 172 Music West Interim 
Building
• Akron/Family, 8 p.m., Gabe’s
• Aaron Kamm and The One Drops, 9 
p.m., Yacht Club
• Joshua James, 10 p.m., Mill

FILM
• Bijou Film: 11th Annual Iowa City 
International Documentary Festival,  5 
p.m., 8:15 p.m., 9:45 p.m., 11:30 p.m., 
Bijou Cinema, IMU
• CAB Movie: The Hobbit: And Unex-
pected Journey, 8 p.m. and 11 p.m., 
Illinois Room, IMU

WORDS
• Michael Tyrell and Steve Kuusisto 
reading, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights 
Bookstore

LECTURE
• Citizens’ Media and War: The 
Colombian Case, 4 p.m., University 
Capitol Centre, International Com-
mons Room 1117
• Racialized Transnationalism in the 

21st Century, 11:30 a.m., University 
Capitol Centre, International Com-
mons Room 1117
• Barry Marrow Screenwriting Lec-
ture, 1 p.m., UI Theatre Building
• Anti-Street Harassment Day of 
Action, 4:30 p.m., Pedestrian Mall
• Bill Sackter Centennial: Story Night, 
7 p.m., Pappajohn Business Building

THEATER
• Blackbird, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theatre
• Neighborhood 3: Requisition of 
Doom, 7:30 p.m., Dreamwell Theatre, 
10 S. Gilbert
• Cabaret, 7:30 p.m., Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts, 1301 
5th St.

MISCELLANEOUS
• English Language Learners’ 
Discussion Circle, 12 p.m., Pappajohn 
Business Building, Room S126
• Exploring Majors Fair, 12:30 p.m., 
IMU
• Fragile X Open House, 2 p.m., Cen-
ter for Disabilities and Development
• CAB Night Hawks: Roller Rink, 10 
p.m., Main Lounge, IMU

MUSIC
• SAI’s Annual Autism Awareness 
Benefit Concert, 12 p.m., University 
Capitol Centre Recital Hall
• Rebecca Maher-percussion, 12 
p.m., 150 Music West Interim 
Building
• Brian Boron -percussion, 2 p.m., 
150 Music West Interim Building
• Clarice Miller and Avery Thoma-
son –flute and voice, 2 p.m., Univer-
sity Capitol Centre Recital Hall
• Music Through the Centuries for 
Organ and Voice, 3 p.m., Riverside 
Recital Hall
• Michael Jarvey – piano, 4 p.m., 
University Capitol Centre Recital Hall
• Max Tsai – piano, 6 p.m., Universi-
ty Capitol Centre Recital
• Newman Singers Spring Gala, 5 
p.m., Celebration Farm, 4696 Robin 
Woods Lane
• Bill Sackter Centennial: Music 
with Dave Moore and No Coast, 7 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Roster McCabe, 8:30 p.m., Gabe’s 
• Gloria Hardiman and Bruce 
Teague, 9 p.m., Yacht Club

THEATER
• Blackbird, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theatre
• Neighborhood 3: Requisition 

of Doom, 7:30 p.m., Dreamwell 
Theatre
• Cabaret, 7:30 p.m., Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts.

FILM
• CAB Movie: The Hobbit: And 
Unexpected Journey, 8 p.m. and 11 
p.m., Illinois Room, IMU

DANCE
• 20thAnnual UI Native American 
Powwow, 10 a.m., UI Recreation 
Building

MISCELLANEOUS
• Iowa City Boosters Pancake Day, 
6:30 a.m., West High School, 2901 
Melrose
• Birthday Party, 9 a.m., Uptown 
Bill’s
• Walk it Out: Multicultural Fashion 
Show, 6:30 p.m., Main Lounge, IMU
• BIAIA 5K and Funrun, 9 a.m., 
Lower City Park, 200 E. Park Road
• Grand Wood Marketplace, 10 a.m., 
Grant Wood Elementary School, 
1930 Lakeside
• Little Hawks Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate, 2 p.m., Old Capitol Museum 
• Silent Auction and Carnival, 4 
p.m., Horace Mann Elementary 
School, 521 N. Dodge

MUSIC
• Andrew Phillips, horn, 6 p.m., 
University Capitol Center Recital 
Hall 
• Electronic Music Studio Recital, 
7:30 p.m., 101 Becker
• Paleo, 8 p.m., Gabe’s
• Modern Convenience, 9 p.m., Mill

FILM
• Movies@MNH, 2 p.m., UI Museum 
of Natural History, Macbride Hall

• Bijou Film: Pavilion, 3 p.m., Bijou 
Cinema, IMU
• Bijou Film: Vanishing Waves, 4:30 
p.m., Bijou Cinema, IMU

DANCE
• AFFECT Dance Company Show-
case, 1 p.m., Coralville Center for 
the Performing Arts

THEATER
• Blackbird, 7:30 p.m., Riverside 
Theatre

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

The Host
An alien enemy has invaded Earth 
and is taking over human bodies. 
A group of young rebels fight for 
the right to life, love, and freedom. 
This film is an adaptation of Steph-
anie Meyers novel The Host.

Tyler Perry’s Temptation
A quiet relationship expert’s 
ordinary world is thrown for a 
loop upon meeting a high-profile 
client. But when things heat up, 
everything is at risk.

AT THE BIJOU

The Jeffrey Dahmer Files
The horrific story that shocked 
the nation in the summer of 1991 is 
now retold through the eyes of the 
community. They had no idea that 
the 17 murders were committed by 
their seemingly normal next-door 
neighbor.

BEER
OF THE WEEK

Rare Vos Amber Ale
Product of: Brewery Ommegang, 
Cooperstown, N.Y.
Serving Size: 12 fluid ounces
Serving Style: pint glass
ABV: 6.5 percent
It should be no secret to anyone 
who reads my columns that I’m 
a big fan of the folks over at 
Ommegang. I’ve stayed away from 
reviewing another one of their 
beers for as long as possible, but 
in the interest of full disclosure, I 
love them and couldn’t keep away 
any longer.
Smell: The aroma is one to 
savor; cinnamon, licorice, and 
dark fruits seem to be the most 
prominent components. Hints of 
brown sugar linger in the nostrils 
even minutes after taking a whiff 
of this work of art. 4.7/5
Appearance: The head is frothy, 
creamy, and lasting; it looks like 
homemade whipped cream atop 
a slice of pecan pie. The glass 
lacing is almost chunky — in a 
good way — and lasts as long as 
any I’ve ever seen. The amber 
body has an enticing shine and 
moderate carbonation; a beauty 
to behold. 4.9/5
Taste: A mellow flavor promotes 
high drinkability, and I must ad-
mit it’s as smooth a beer as I’ve 
ever had with a flavor profile that 
complex. The Rare Vos manages 
to strike a seemingly perfect 
harmony between the malty base 
and bitter hop finish. Dark and 
tropical fruits are featured like 
backup singers, but the spices 
have the solo in this situation: 
cinnamon, caramel, clove, and 
brown sugar gently coat the 
mouth. 4.8/5
As close to perfection as I’ve ever 
had for the style, Ommegang has 
given me one more reason to be-
lieve it’s the best in the brewing 
business. 14.4/15

- Dan Verhille
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Film festival connects

By AUDREY DWYER
audrey-dwyer@uiowa.edu

Iowa City 
Documentary 
Film Festival 

When: 8 p.m. today
Where: Public Space One, 
129 E. Washington
What: Opening Reception 
at 7 p.m. and “Flaherty On 
the Road: The Environment 
Which Surrounds Us” 
 
When: Friday
Where: Bijou
What: “Juror Show: Cathy 
Lee Crane” at 5 p.m.
Competitive Show 1 - 8:15 
Competitive Show 2 - 9:45
Competitive Show 3 - 11:30
 
When: Saturday
Where: Bijou
What: Competitive Show 
4 - 1:15 p.m.
Competitive Show 5  - 3 
Juror Show: Ernst Karel - 5
Competitive Show 6 - 8 

Awards - 11 p.m.

Do you like writing? 
What about art? Culture? 

Fashion? Food? Music? Literature? 
Theater? Video games? Dance? Movies? 

OR ANYTHING THAT FALLS UNDER THE TERM
 “ENTERTAINMENT?”

If so, apply to be an 80 Hours reporter! We’re looking for hard-
working, creative individuals to join our summer and fall staff.

Applications available at dailyiowan.com/pages/jobs

This screenshot from short film “The Reluctant Apocalypticist,” by John Richard, shows a glimpse of an Amer-
ican survivalist mentality through homesteader David Heffner, who prepares for the end of time with chickens, 
pygmy goats, ducks, bees, a Japanese quail, and more. “The Reluctant Apocalypticist” is a part of the  11th-An-
nual Iowa City Documentary Film Festival, run entirely by students, from today through Saturday at the Bijou.

The 11th-
Annual Iowa City 
Documentary Film 
Festival runs today 
through Saturday.


